17-1 (Rev 8-11-03) 


ATTENTION 


The following documents appearing in FBI files have been reviewed under the provisions of The Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) (Title 5, United States Code, Section 552), Privacy Act of 1974 (PA) (Title 5, United States Code, 
Section 552a), and/or Litigation 


D FOIA/PA D Litigation D Executive Order Applied 

Requester ___ 


Subject 


Computer or Case Identification Number 


Title of Case 

Section 

* File 



Serials Reviewed 


Release Location *File 


Section 


This file section has been scanned into the FOIPA Document Processing System (FDPS) prior to National Security 
Classification review Please see the documents located m the FDPS for current classification action, if warranted Direct 
inquires about the FDPS to RIDS Service Request Unit, 202-324-3773 


File Number 
Senal(s) Reviewed 






Section 




FOIPA Requester _ 

FOIPA Subject _ _ 

FOIPA Computer Number ~_ ^ ^7 _ 

File Number _ Section 

Serial(s) Reviewed __ 


FOIPA Requester 
FOIPA Subject 
FOIPA Computer Number 


File Number _ Section 

Serial(s) Reviewed _ 


FOIPA Requester 
FOIPA Subject 
FOIPA Computer Number 


THIS FORM IS TO BE MAINTAINED AS THE TOP SERIAL OF THE FILE, BUT NOT SERIALIZED. 


ATTENTION 


DO NOT REMOVE FROM FILE 




PAGE FOUR MM UMCLAS , 

for miguel velez. ^ 

v ILL CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INDICES A ND CR I MNAL CHECKS ON 
LBJECTS OF CASE. 

MIAiMI, AT MIAMI, FLORIDA, -’ILL CONTINUE INVESTIGATION. 
ARMED AD DANGEROUS. 

BT 


\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 


f 1 



FD-36 (Rev 8-20-82) 


TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 
0 Airtel 


PRECEDENCE 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


* 


CLASSIFICATION 

□ ”OP SECRET 
H SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 

Date - _ 3/5/86. 


: SAC, MIAMI (245D-29 7) 

FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (245D-7)(P) 
MIGUEL VELEZ:_ 


AULEK b. SEAL - VICTIM; 

OCDE TASK FORCE INVESTIGATION: 
OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE * MURDER; 
00: NEW ORLEANS 


Re Miami tel to the Director dated 3/3/86. 

Per request of Miami Division, enclosed please find 
photographs of individuals in custody in connection with the above 
captioned matter: 



2 - Miami (Enc. 
• New Orleans 
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°AGE T’ r 0 MM 9^5D~?97 U NCLAS 

OF AMERIFIRST FEDERAL SAVINS A ivp LOAN IN 


MIAMI 5 FLORIDA, WITH ASSISTANCE BY 


Iare CHANGED 


'-’ITH .MISAPPROPRIATION OF FUNDS TOTAL 1«SF 9 7?5 FROM SAl^ INSTITUTION 

FURNISHED BACKGROUND 


AT THE TIME OF INTERVIEW 


INFORMATION AND HE CL I NED TO MAKE A STATEMENT RELATING TO A M Y OF THE 


\ 

charges, 


WAS QUESTIONED RELATI® TO THE EXISTENCE OF A 


WEAPON IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA, ANDAPPEARED SUPPRI3D THAT A WEAPON 
EXISTED REGISTERED IN HIS NAME < 


il AS FUR FISHED 


DETAILS 


RELATIfC TO THE MURDER INVESTIGATION OF WITNESS 


\ \ 


IS SCHEDULED FOR AN INITIAL APPEARANCE ON MARCH 3, 19SS 


I a MIAMI 9 FLORIAo 

MIAMI CONTI NUINS EFFORTS TO LOCATtf 


]and vil 


APPRISE APPROPRIATE DIVISION OF ADDITIONAL DEVELOPMENTS 


N i 
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Date 3 / i0/86 



SuoK'ct CHANGED: 

MIGUEL VELEZ: 


ADLER B. SEAL - VICTIM 
ORGANIZED CRIME, 

DRUG ENFORCEMENT TASK FORCE INVESTIGATION; 
OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE - MURDER 
00: NEW ORLEANS 
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Date 3/7/86 



FM NEK ORLEANS (245D-7)(P) 


TO DIRECTOR (24SD-76) PRIORITY- 


MIAMI (245D-297) PRIORITY -2}jL 


•£t- 


"7^ 


UNCLAS 




CHANGED: 


MIGUEL VELEZ; 



ADLER B. SEAL-VICTIM; ORGANIZED CRIME; DRUG ENFORCEMENT 


TASK FORCE INVESTIGATION; OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE-MURDER. 


THE ABOVE TITLE IS MARKED CHANGED TO CORRECTLY IDENTIFY 



PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED AS 



THE FOLLOWING IS SET FORTH AS A SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION IN 


THIS MATTER TO DATE: 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 


& 


1/- New Orleans 


Approved 
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PAGE TWO NO 245D-7 UNCLAS 
SUBJECT 


BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA. SUBJECT 


AND VELEZ ARE CURRENTLY INCARCERATED AT 

[CHARGED AS A 


MATERIAL WITNESS IN THIS MATTER, IS EXPECTED TO ARRIVE IN BATON 
ROUGE ON MARCH 7, 1986. SUBJECTS 


ARE CURRENTLY BEING HELD ON IMMIGRATION 


CHARGES AT NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, FOLLOWING A DETENTION HEARING 
HELD IN NEW ORLEANS ON MARCH 3, 1986. 

MATERIAL WITNESS WARRANTS HAVE BEEN EXECUTED REGARDING 


]ALL OF MIAMI. (X) 


lAND SUBJECT 


CS CURRENTLY IN NEW ORLEANS AFTER HAVING BEEN ARRESTED 


AS A MATERIAL WITNESS. 


INVESTIGATION HAS SHOWN THAI 


ALLEGEDLY SOLD A UZI 

PISTOL, RECOVERED AT THE MURDER SCENE, TO 



IS 


NOW MAKING LIMITED STATEMENTS WHICH PLACE THE UZI IN A SILENCER 
ADAPTOR KIT IN THE HANDS OF 


b7C 


b 7 C 


ADDITIONALLY, CLOTHING 


LOCATED IN 


LUGGAGE AT MIAMI, CAME FROM A CLOTHING 


STORE IN NEW ORLEANS KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN PATRONIZED BY SUSPECTS IN 
THIS MATTER. 

FEDERAL CHARGES RELATING TO OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE PERTAINING 


Approved 
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(Number) 


(Time) 
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VELEZ HAVE BEEN DISMISSED. THOSE SAME CHARGES RELATING TO 
WILL ALSO BE DISMISSED IN THE NEAR FUTURE, AT THE SAME TIME, THE 


STATE OF LOUISIANA CHARGES OF FIRST DEGREE MURDER AND CONSPIRACY 
TO COMMIT FIRST DEGREE MURDER ARE BEING LODGED AGAINST SUBJECTS 
VELEZ ANfll 


IT IS NOTED THAT MURDER CHARGES IN LOUISIANA 


WILL NOT ALLOW A POTENTIAL DEFENDANT TO BE RELEASED ON BOND. THE 
ABOVE DISMISSAL OF CHARGES AND THE LODGING OF STATE CHARGES HAS 
BEEN FULLY AGREED UPON BY THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, BATON ROUGE, 
STRIKE FORCE ATTORNEY IN NEW ORLEANS, AND THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
FOR EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH, LOUISIANA. 

I-1 

AS BEING THE 


HAS identified! 


PURCHASER OF THE MURDER VEHICLE. 

MATERIAL AND RELATED WITNESSES WILL APPEAR BEFORE A FEDERAL 


GRAND JURY IN BATON ROUGE DURING THE WEEK OF MARCH 10-14, 1986. 

MIAMI SHOULD NOTE THAT A PALM PRINT AND ONE ADDITIONAL PRINT 
LOCATED ON THE WEAPONS INVOLVED IN THIS MATTER, HAVE NOT BEEN 
IDENTIFIED TO DATE. FOR THAT REASON, MIAMI SHOULD COORDINATE WITH 
ATF, MIAMI, AND IF NOT ALREADY DONE, SECURE MAJOR CASE PRINTS OF 

AND SUBMIT TO NEW ORLEANS FOR COMPARI¬ 
SON PURPOSES. 


Approved 


Transmitted 


Per 


(Number) 


(Time) 
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THE BUREAU AND INTERESTED OFFICES WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF INVESTI 
GATION IN THIS MATTER. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

BT 
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CHANGED: MIGUEL VELEZ; 





ADLER B. SEAL-VICTIM; ORGANIZED CRIME; PPUG ENFORCEMENT 

/ 


TASK FORCE INVESTIGATION; OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE-MUPDE? . 

THE ABOVE TITLE IS MARKED CHANGED TO CORRECTLY IDENTIFY 



PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED AS 


1 



THE FOLLOWING IS SET FORTH AS A SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION IN 
THIS MATTER TO DATE: 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 


b 


M s*- 7- * 














MATERIAL WITNESS IN THIS MATTER, IS EXPECTED TO ARRIVE IN EATON 
*OUGE Of! MARCH 7, 19S6. SUBJECTS 


ARE CURRENTLY BEING HELD ON IMMIGRATION 


CHARGES AT NEV ORLEANS , LOUISIANA, FOLLOWING A DETENTION HEARING 
HELD IM WE'-/ ORLEANS ON MARCH 3, 1986. 

MATERIAL WITNESS WARRANTS HAVE PEED EXECUTED REGARDING 

A KD SUBJECT 


ALL OF MIAMI . (X) 


(X) IS CURRENTLY IN NEW ORLEANS qFTER HAVING BEEN ARRESTED 


AS A MATERIAL WITNESS. 


INVESTIGATION HAS SKC"N THAT 


ALLEGEDLY SOLD A UZI 

PISTOL , RECOVERED AT THE MURDER SCENE, TO 



IS 


tjQM MAKING LIMITED STATEMENTS ’'HICK PLACE THE UZI IM A SILENCER 

ADDITIONALLY, CLOTHING 


ADAPTOR KIT IN THE HANDS OF 


LOCATED IM 


Luggage at Miami, came from a clothing 


STORE IN NEW ORLEANS KNO'-’M TO HAVE BEEN PATRONIZED PY SUSPECTS IN 
THIS MATTER . 

FEDERAL CHARGES RELATING TO OBSTRUCTION OK JUSTICE PER TAI MI MS 


b7 


b7C 
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v&lez have been dismissed, those same charges relating to 

v f ILL ALSO RE DISMISSED IN THE NEAR FUTURE. AT THE SAME TIME, THE 
STATE OF LOUISIANA CHARGES OF FI° ST DEGREE MURDER A HD CONSPIRACY 
TO COMMIT FIRST DEGR EE MURDER ARE BEING LODGED AGAINST SUBJECTS 

IT IS NOTED THAT MURDER CHARGES II' LOUISIANA 


VELEZ AND 


ILL NOT ALLOW A POTENTIAL DEFENDANT TO BE RELEASED CN GO ND , THE 
ABOVE DISMISSAL OF CHARGES AND THE LODGING OF STATE CHARGES HAS 
BEEN FULLY AGREED UPON BY THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, «ATON ROUGE, 
STRIKE FORCE ATTORNEY IN NEW ORLEANS, A V D THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY 


b7; 



! 


has i^e.tified 



AS B £ I NT THE 


PURCHASER OF THE MURDER VEHICLE. 


MATERIAL AND RELATED n ITNESS£$ KILL APPEAR BEFORE A FEDERAL 
GRAND JURY IN BATON ROUGE DURING THE v£ZK OF MARC u i^- 1 /', \ 9 ‘ 3 $. 

MIAMI SHOULD NOTE THAT A PALM P RI FT AND 0' J £ ADDITIONAL PRINT 
LOCATED CM THE WEAPONS INVOLVED IN THIS MATTER , HAVE NOT BEEN 
IDENTIFIED TO DATE. FOR THAT REASON, MIAMI SHOULD COORDINATE WITH 
ATF, MIEty AND IF NOT ALREADY DO ^ : £. SECURE MAJOR CASE POINTS OF 

AND SUBMIT TC i’E” ORLEANS FOR COMPARI¬ 
SON PURPOSES. 
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THE BUREAU A ND IFT ER ESTEP OFFICES "ILL BE KEPT ADv/ISED CF IF VEST I - 
GAT 10 u 1 IF THIS MATTER . 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

BT $ 
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Memorandum 


To 


SAC, NEW ORLEANS (245D-7) (P) 


From SA 


b'7 



Date 2/27/86 


Subject ADLER BERRIMAN SEAL; 
ET AL; 

OCDE.TASK FORCE 
00: NEW ORLEANS 


-On February 19, 1986, Special Agent (SA) 

[Federal Bureau of Investigation ( fr t ) . _Npw 


Or I 


jrcuyidi Duieciu <jjl iiivtibuxydLiuii \ r 

Louisiana, received information from Supervisor[ 
at approximately 7:30 P.M. that ADLER BERRIMAN SEAL had been 
murdered in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, by two (2) Latin males using 
machine guns sometime between 6:00 and 6:30 P.M. From eyewitness 
accounts, the first male was described as being 6'0 M in height, 
having short, curly hair, and wearing a ligh t, two (2) piece 
suit. The second male was described as being [ | in height. 


] b' 


| having short, straight, black hair, and wearing 

”5 hyriwn cin’ f w-i-H - ' an nranao chi rf ^nor"-[ a] Agents 


(SAs)| I FBI, New 

Orleans^ Louisiana, me! at tKe MOISANT INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
at approximately 7:45 P.M. in the event that the above-decnbed 
individuals would attempt to leave the area by airplane that 
evening. 


Inquiries were made by the above-named agents at 
CONTINENTAL AIRLINES, DELTA AIRLINES, REPUBLIC AIRLINES, ROYALE 
AIRLINES, AMERICAN AIRLINES, and EASTERN AIRLINES with regard 
to Latin males fitting the above descriptions arriving from 
Baton Rouge or travelling from New Orleans to the State of 
Florida. At approximately 8:45 P.M., an individual fitting 
the description of one of the subjects was observed at the EASTERN 
AIRLINES ticket counter. The subject was approximately 6 1 in 
height, had short, curly hair, and was wearing aqua colored 
trousers, cotton or denim like, with a similarly light colored 
shirt worn open at the chest. The subject also wore a gold 
chain around his neck with a cross attached, and a camera strapped 
around his neck and worn in the front. In addition, the subject 
wore white or off-white tie shoes. The subject also had a thin 
mustache. His pants were baggy and he carried a maroon/brown 
suit-type bag. The subject weighed approximately 175-185 pounds. 

aUuAil.'fcD 

WA n ‘ Mb 


b 7 C 







NO 245D-7 
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b7C 


b'7C 


SA I_I overheard the subject ask the Ticket 

Agent for the first flight to Miami and was told that all flights 
to Miami had previously departed. He then asked for a flight 
to Orlando, Florida, and was told that fl-irrh-t-g t-n Florida 

had departed. At this point, Sergeant (Sgt.) Kenner 

Police Department, Airport Unit, and the above-named agents 
identified themselves to the individual and he voluntarily began 
answering questions m the middle of the concourse in front 
of the EASTERN AIRLINES ticket counter. The subject voluntarily 
provided a driver's license and a passport as MIGUEL VELEZ, 
1500 Northwest 52nd Street, North Miami, Florida. VELEZ stated 
that he was born in Puerto Rico on June 7, 1949, and that he 
was m New Orleans vacationing. Airline tickets he displayed 
showed that VELEZ arrived m New Orleans on February 16, 1986, 

and was scheduled to depart on February 28, 1986. VELEZ appeared 
to be anxious at the time of this questioning as noted by the 
hesitation in his speech and by perspiration emanating from 
both sides of his forehead. VELEZ advised that he did not know 
anyone in New Orleans but had stayed at the HILTON HOTEL near 
the airport during his time here. VELEZ stated that he had 
just come from r[narfor where he met an individual 


_but was unable to provide 

address, present location, or telephone number. VELffT 


known to him as 

■ i . i ■ . . . 

S Ld Leu 

that he wan ted to return back to Miami, Florida, where he has 
a wife namecj | at the above address. However, VELEZ stated 

that his telephone number was (305) 447-5113, later advising 
that was, m fact, a beeper number and that there was no telephone 
at his above address. The passport in VELEZ'S name originated 
from Puerto Rico and showed that VELEZ had been m Colombia, 
South America. 


VELEZ gave Police Sergeant| | verbal permission 

to inspect his luggage and upon completion, became slightly 
more agitated. At approximately 9:00 P.M., VELEZ asked Sgt. 

J "| where he could obtain a taxicab in order to return back 

to a hotel and then proceeded toward the downstairs taxicab 
area. 


ticJcet 
departed 

Agent r 


Interviews of airline personnel by SAs I 
then resumed. Ticket Agents at the DELTA AIRLINES 
counter advised that a flight to Miami, Florida, had 
from New Or leans at approximately 7:55 _P.M._Ticket 


home telephone number -|_ 

advised DELTA employees that he had taken a tare trom a Latin 
individual whom he described as being 5'6" tall, dark complexion, 
stocky, wearing glasses, and being in possession of a Florida 


2 
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b'7 


driver’s licenseJ 


who in turn advised SA [ 


told employees working that evening 

_ | that a driver from the HILTON 

HOTEL translated for this individual. invpst-in^tinn ^Ptprnn'npH 


that the subject flew using the name J , 

| | paid $200.00 in cash for his ticket. I 

to get to Miami, Florida, quickly ana 


d that 
seemed 


anxious to get to Miami, Florida, quickly and was willing to 
pay a more expensive fare for the first flight which he could 
obtain rather than significantly lacs- avnong^ve flights at other 
times. DELTA Security Agent|_ 
that the above nt-1 nn 

personally escorted 


identification. 


_j- 

I as that of | 
to the gate ana 


advised SA [ 
] and 


nad 

ft 


that he 
check ed his 
I matc hed 
rvas 
at 


Theabovedescription given by 
one of the descriptions of one of the subjects 
to fly to Atlanta and then on to Miami, arriving Tn Miami 
1:40 A.M. T he Mi ami Of fi pp of the FBI was telpp hnn ir^l 1v 
contacted by S7 | p nd Qed tn fpvthe-r identifyl 

upon his arrival in Miami, aa_ If it the description ot 


one of the individuals involved in the murder of "Barry" SEAL. 


| | had been profiled by the DELTA AIRLINES 

Security Agent because of his being in a hurry to get to Miami, 
his paying cash for the ticket, his Hispanic descent, his ticket 
being only one-way to Miami, ana 11 <= 1 having made prior 

reservations. The Ticket Agent felt 
airlines in the terminal in order to get 
possible before he settled on DELTA AIRLINES flight number 1014, 
departing at 7:55 P.M. to Atlanta with connecting DELTA flight 
number 141 to Miami. 


I had gone to various 
rhe earliest flight 


SA [ 


] then telephoned the DELTA AIRLINES 


desk and advised that the taller subject seen at the shooting, 
wore clothing which resembled hospital "scrubs", which are 
greenish in color and that the subject had a thin mustache. 
Also, the car left near the scene of the killing was purchased 
in New Orleans, Louisiana, on February 16, 1986 (the same day 

the VELEZ flew into New Orleans). 


Officers of the Kenner Police Department (KPD), Airport 
Unit, advised that VELEZ had been located (at the request of 
the above-named agents) at the HILTON HOTEL at 901 Airline 
Highway, Kenn qr. Louisian a. VELEZ had just registered at that 


location. 


SA 


3 


arrived at the 


HILTO N within minutes 
and was advise'a dv notei 1 Manager l I that MIGUEL VELEZ 

had registered at the hotel at approximately 9:00 P.M. and 
was assigned to Room 269. HILTON HOTEL Security Officer! "1 


3 
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[ 


by SA[ 


advised SA 


_ . that a male Hispanic observed 

] in the lobby of the hotel had been seen by him 
on the previous night in the company of VELEZ. The Hispanic 

male m the lobby was approximately 5* 6" in height, weighing 
approximately 160-170 pounds, had black or brown hair, and carried 
two (2) pieces of luggage - a greenish suitcase and a brown 
leather-like duffle bag. At that point, this individual was 
detained w ith the ass istance of Kenner Police Detectives. In 
Spanish, SA | asked the individual if he spoke English 

and he responded negatively. He was asked where he was from 

and to which he responded, "Venezuela", but had no identification 
on his person according to Kenner Police Detectives. This 

de tention occu rred at approximately 9:15 P.M. at which time, 
SA | ~| was summoned from the airport across the street 

m order to question the individual further with regard to his 
relationship to VELEZ. Prior to the detention, another hotel 
employee (unknown to this writer at this time) advised that 
this individual had just asked about the individual registered 
in Room 269 (VELEZ). 


Special Agent 


(SA) T I questioned the Spanish 

male being detained at the HILTON AIRPORT nompT. wifh ronarrl 
to his identity. He responded that his name wasl 


] and his date of birth as [ 


Border Patrol Agent 
in Spanish._at which time", he admitted to Patrol Agent 


questioned f 


matched those in vehicles found in Baton Rouge, Louisiana,wtucn 
were associated with the murder 


rvF hi <=: 1 linrf^rrp . fnnnrl ^ n^RRnnrl' 

1 I 

in 1-bp 1 

\ Iwas arres 

3ted on 1 

\ _ 

Ir./nni ci pinrt i +■ 
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of ADLER BERRIMAN SEAL). 


At approximately 9:30 P.M..I 

1 advised that VELEZ had" 
cnecKed back into the HILTON HOTEL at 901 Airline Highway, Kenner, 

Louisiana ._ aJ^_ approximately 9:00 P.M., on February 19, 1986. 

p tated that VELEZ questioned him about taking a 
taxicab so that he could travel into downtown New Orleans. VELEZ 
took a SERVICE CAB at approximately 9:15 P.M. Further 
investigation through the dispatcher at SERVICE CAB determined 
that VELEZ gave the taxicab driver $264.00 in cash and requested 
that the cab driver take him to Montgomery, Alabama, telling 
him that he expected to return the next day and requesting the 

cab driver to _ for him _.As later reported t o FBI, Mendan. 

Mississippi SAl_| the taxicab driver,!"" 


at two to three (2 to 3) days, however. SA | j advised 
that | told him that VELEZ was basically unwilling to converse 
with the cab driver during their trip. 

Subsequently, State Police in Louis iana and adjoining 
states were contacted in an effort to locate| [and VELEZ. 
Oral authorization for a warrant for the arrest of VELEZ was 
obtained and this information was transmitted to local and state 
authorities. 


_ Sometim e around m idnight. HILT ON HOTEL (DFOO)I 

T idvised SA that employee 

had telephoned him anu reported that he naa been stopped at 
a red light on Williams Boulevard en route to his residence 
upon terminating his work on the evening of February 19, 1986, 

by a Latin male driving a blue Lincoln Towncar. The individual 
asked why the police were interested in his two (2) 

friends bS.dk At' the HILTON HOTEL, then stating that they were 
probably interested in the friend who_^a^_£n1^£j££^_the country 
illegall y from Mexico frpfprnnn t ol known 

as [aka]| ^ identified this individual 

as l | who had been registered m Room 270 at 

the h o^el. Employees of the hotel at this time stated that 

had been sitting in a blue Lincoln Continental in the 
pctj. j<L.j_ny lot earlier that evening and that VELEZ had been with 
him for an undetermined amount of time. A Rnimc p^i n 

Investigator, who arrived with Special Agent (SA) 
of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, then advised that a Diue unicorn 
had been seen near the shooting by a witness there, and that 
he had observed two (2) Latin males getting into a vehicle of 

that description. 


to fi 

saI 


FBI Spec ial Agent (SA )|_ 

~ debnef | | as to IT: 

I interviewed chief Clerk 


then departed 
wi th | 

Ttfith regard 
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that [ 


to a description of | |advised 

came to the hotel with another male Latin. He walked into the 
hotel without a prior reservation and wanted the nicest room 
available using a. credit card as his mode o f payment .I 
assigned l | to a suite. I I described ! I as 

Latin male, approximately S’G" in height, 150 pounds, having 
a pot-belly, short arms, s hort, curlv blac k hair, accented speech, 
and a rough complexion. | | wore a jagged, rough, 

gold watch and gold nna p on both p f his hands. The jewelry 
was gaudy and expensive m 


estimation 


Shortly thereafter, hotel records for | | who 

registered in Room 27 0, and VELEZ, who registere d Tn Koom 269 . 
were obtained. The records showed that| | had originally 

checked into the hotel on February 12. and h ad checked 

lhad checked 
VELEZ had 


out at 7:32 P.M., on February 19, 1986 . 

out of Room 268 on February 19, 1986, at /: 3 2 P .M. 

checked into the HILTON HOTEL, Room 312, on February 16, 1986, 

and had checked out at 1:50 P.M., on February 17, 1986, only 
to register again for one (1) night on February 19, 1986, at 

approximately 9:00 P.M. Investigation at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
had determined that the vehicle used m the murder of ADLER 
BERRIMAN SEAL had been purchased in New Orleans on February 
16, 1986, the same day that VELEZ checked into the HILTON HOTEL 
on Airline Highway. 


beenarrestedu 
Colombian Alien. 


Sometime after 3:00 A.M., FBI. 
later identified as 


Miami,_advised_that 


j had 


p pn his arrival ip Miami, Florida, as an Illegal 

stated that he had flown from 
he had stayed in Room 268 at 
_Sometime_in_the next 24 to 


New Orleans, LouiSidhA, ciAd that 


the HILTON HOTEL in New Orleans. 


Division, 

that 

r 


ltold 

them that he had spoken to a car 

dealer named. 

t 


at 

a Toyota Dealership while 

he had 

been in New Or] 

eans . 

Jjouisiana. 

Investigation m New 
first name of the car 

Orleans 

determined 

that 


] is 

the 

dealer 

at TOYOTA 

OF JEI 

'’PERSON 

"where 

the 

gray Buick used in the 

slaying 


of ADLER BERRIMAN SEAL had been purchased for $6,500.00 in cash. 
The buyer also gave the salesman a $100.00 tip and told him 
to make sure that the vehicle was extremely clean and gave the 
employee who cleaned the vehicle an extra $20.00. 


A . M 


^A 


Shortly thereafter, at approximately 3-in 
was adv ised bv SERVICE CAB Representative 
that Cat» Driver | | had telephoned him to report that 

he had struck a deer near Meridian, Mississippi, and that his 
fare, MIGUEL VELEZ, had been arrested. Contact with the local 


6 






NO 245D-7 
VJP:mbt 


police in Meridian, Mississippi, determined that VELEZ had 

$3,000.00 in twenty dollar bills on his person and the keys 

to a new red Cadillac rented from AVIS RENT-A-CAR in his 
possession. Information from Baton Rouge, Louisiana, had earlier 
determined that the perpetrators of SEAL'S murder abandoned 
the gray, BUICK about a block from the crime scene and had gotten 
into a late model, red vehicle. (Baton Rouge investigators 

also stated that a witness observed two (2) Latin males enter 
a blue Lincoln Continental shortly after the murder as well. 
The information about the blue Lincoln Continental, however, 
had not been further investigated by Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 

Police at that point, but the red Cadilla c was later determined 
to have been rented by 
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MIGUEL VELEZ; ET AL; 
ADLER BARRY SEALE - 
VICTIM 
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00: New Orleans 
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□ X if case involves 
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Investigative Assistance or Technique Used 

Were any of the investigative assistance or techniques listed below used in connection with accomplish 

ment being claimed? i2£i No 1_1 Yes If Yes rate each used as tallows 

t m Used but did not help 3 ■ Helped substantially 

2 ■ Helped but only minimally 4 ■ Absolutely essential 

1 Acctg Tech Rating 

Assistance 

8 Eng Sect Rating 

Tape Exams 

15 Photographic Ratng 
Coverage 

22 Telephone Rating 

Toll Rees 

2 Aircraft 

Assistance 

9 Hypnosis 

Assistance 

18 Polygraph 

Assistance 

23 UCO 

Group 1 

3 Computer 

Assistance 

10 IdentDIv 

Assistance 

17 Search Warrants 
Executed 

24 UCO 

Group II 

4 Consensual 

Monitoring 

11 Informant 

Inlormation 

18 Show Money 

Usage 

25 UC 

Other 

5 ELSUfl 

FISC 

12 Lab Div 

Exams 

19 Survei Sqd 
(SOG) Asst 

28 NCAVC/ 

VI CAP 

6 ELSUR 

Title lit 

13 Lab Div 

Field Support 

20 SWAT Team 

Action 

27 Visual Invest 

Analysis (VIA) 

7 Eng Sect 

Field Support 

14 Pen 

Registers 

21 Tech Agt or 

Tech Equip 



A. Preliminary Judicial Process 
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-Complaints 


Indictments 


B. Arrests, Locates, Summonses or Subpoenas Served (No. of Bubj.) 


FBI Arrests 
FBI Locates 
Local Arrests 
FBI Sub) Resisted. 


[ Subject Priority* 

A 

B 

C 

1 
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Armed . 


Subpoenas 


Served 


Criminal 

Summons 


Local Crim 
Summons 


0 Recoveries, Restitutions, or Potential Economic Loss Prevented (PELP) 


(Explain valuation In remarlia) 


Property 

Type 

Code* 


Recoveries 


Restitutions 


PELP 

Type 

Code* 


Potential Economic 
Loss Prevented 


C Release of Hostage* or Children Located: (Number of Hoatagea or Children 
Located) 


E. Chril Matters 


Hostages Held By Terrorists . 


Al Other Hostage Situations. 


Missing or Kidnaped Chldren Located . 


Amount of Suit 
Settlement or Award 


Government Defendant 

Government Ptarttff 

S 

$ 

S 

$ 

Enter AFA Payment Here 


F Final Judicial Proceaa. 


Judicial District 
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Conviction or Pretnal Div Date 


Sentence Date 


No of 
Subjects . 


Acquitted 


Dismissed 


Subject 1 


Subject Descnption Code* — 


Subject 3 


Subject Descnption Code*— 


O Felony 

O Misde¬ 
meanor 

Con vie bon 

Combined Sentence 

O Felony 

Conviction 

Combined Sentence 
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tn 

Yrs 

Jail 

Mos 
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Mos 
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Yrs 
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meanor 

Title 

Section 
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In 

Yrs 

Jail 
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Susp 

Yrs 

ended 

Mos 

Probation 
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D Trial 

CD Pretrial 
Diversion 




Total 
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Total 

Fines * 




Add consecutive sentences together 

Enter longest single concurrent sentence 

Do not add concurrent sentences together 

Sentence 10 yrs 8 yrs susp ■ 2 yrs In Jail 


■ 



Add consecutive sentences together 

Enter longest single concurrent sentence 

Do not add concurrent sentences together 

Sentence 10 yrs 8 yrs susp » 2 yrs In Jail 
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Subject 2 Subject Descnption Code* — 

Subject 4 Subject Description Code * — j 

LJ Felony 

C3 Misde 
meanor 

Conviction 

Combined Sentence 

□ Felony 

CJ Misde 
meanor 

Conviction 

Combined Sentence 

Title 

Section 

Counts 

In-Jail 

Yrs | MOS 

Susp 

Yrs 

ended 

Mos 

Prob 

Yrs 

atlon 

Mos 

Title 

Section 

Counts 

In Jail 

Yrs | Mos 

Suspi 

Yrs 

jnded 

Mos 

Prob 

Yrs 

ation 

Mos 



















□ Plea 

D Trial 

O Pretrial 
Diversion 




Total 

Fines * 

□ Plea 




Total 

F*nea * 


ZZ1 




Add consecutive sentences together 

Enter longest single concurrent sentence 

Do not add concurrent sentences together 

Sentence 10 yrs 8 yrs susp ■ 2 yrs In Jail 

113 Trial 

O Pretrial 
Diversion 




Add consecutive sentences together 

Enter longest single concurrent sentence 

Do not add concurrent sentences together 

Sentence f 0 yrs 8 yrs susp m 2 yrs In Jail 








Attach additional forme If reporting final judicial process on more than four subjects, end submit e final disposition for (ft-84) for each subject 


Remarks (For every subject reported In Sections A B or F above provide name DOB race* sex and POB and SSAN it available ) 

MIGUEL VELEZ, white male, DOB 7/7/49, POB Puerto Rico, SSAN 071-80-2491, was 
arrested on a federal warrant issued by USDJ JOHN V. PARKER charging VELEZ 
with violating 18 USC 371, 1513, and 2, Retaliation Against a Witness, 
Victim, or an Informant, Conspiracy and Principals. 

AS C.V 

ro mjlXsIw A;Ad:d sa. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
1 


Data of transcription 


3/7/86 


_Qfl February 19, 1986, Special Agent (SA)| 

__|Federal Bureau of Investigation (FB I), New Orleans, 

Louisiana, received information from Supervisor [ .. 

at approximately 7:30 P.M. that ADLER BERRIMAN—SEAL—TTa3—oeen 
murdered in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, by two (2) Latin males using 
machine guns sometime between 6:00 and 6:30 P.M. From eyewitness 
accounts, the first male was described as being 6'0" in height, 
having short, curly hair, and wearing a light, two (2) piece 
suit. The second male was described as being 5'6" m height, 
140 pounds, having short, straight, black hair, and wearing 
a twc^^^^_^ 1 Agents 
(SAs ) | FBI, New 

Orleans"; Louisiana, me! aT ETTe MOISANT INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
at approximately 7:45 P.M. in the event that the above-decnbed 
individuals would attempt to leave the area by airplane that 
evening. 


At approximately 8:45 P.M., an individual fitting 
the description of one of the subjects was observed at the EASTERN 
AIRLINES ticket counter. The subject was approximately 6' in 
height, had short, curly hair, and was wearing aqua colored 
trousers, cotton or denim like, with a similarly light colored 
shirt worn open at the chest. The subject also wore a gold 
chain around his neck with a cross attached, and a camera strapped 
around his neck and worn in the front. In addition, the subject 
wore white or off-white tie shoes. The subject also had a thin 
mustache. His pants were baggy and he carried a maroon/brown 
suit-type bag. The subject weighed approximately 175-185 pounds. 


SA 


overheard the subject ask the Ticket 


Agent for the first flight to Miami and was told that all flights 
to Miami had previously departed. He then asked for a flight 
to Orlando, Florida, and was told that all ^f^i^^i^^^Flonda 
had departed. At this point. Sergeant (Sgt.)| ] 

Police Department, Airport Unit, and the above-named 
identified themselves to the individual and he voluntarily began 
answering questions in the middle of the concourse m front 
of the EASTERN AIRLINES ticket counter. The subject voluntarily 
provided a driver's license and a passport as MIGUEL VELEZ, 


Kenner 

agents 


investigation on. 

SAp 

saI 

t>y- 


2/19/86 


^ew Orleans, Louisiana 


TZ7" 


.File # 


NO 245D-7 


fj) 


b7C 

.Date dictated. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclus.ons of me FBI tt is the property ot the FBI and is loaned to you, agency 
'< and its contents are not to oe distributed outside your ncy 
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Continuation of FD-302 of_ ADLER BERRIMAN SEAL 


on 2/19/86 


Page 


b 


1500 Northwest 52nd Street, North Miami, Florida. VELEZ stated 
that he was born in Puerto Rico on June 7 , 1949, and that he 

was in New Orleans vacationing. Airline tickets he displayed 
showed that VELEZ arrived in New Orleans on February 16, 1986, 

and was scheduled to depart on February 28, 1986. VELEZ appeared 
to be anxious at the time of this questioning as noted by the 
hesitation in his speech and by perspiration emanating from 
both sides of his forehead. VELEZ advised that he did not know 
anyone in New Orleans but had stayed at the HILTON HOTEL near 
the airport during his time here. VELEZ stated that he had 
just come from . thn grnnnh Quarter where he met an -individual 
known to him as | but was unable to provide l 

address, present location, or telephone number. VELEZ stated 

that he want ed to r eturn back to Miami, Florida, where he has 
a wife named \ l at the abov e address. Howeve r. VELEZ stated 

that his telephone number was | | later advising 

that was, in fact, a beeper number and that there was no telephone 
at his above address. The passport in VELEZ'S name originated 
from Puerto Rico and showed that VELEZ had been in Colombia, 
South America. 


VELEZ gave Police Sergeant 


verbal permission 


to inspect his luggage and upon completion, became slightly 
agitated. At approximately 9:00 P.M., VELEZ asked Sgt. 

| | where he could obtain a taxicab in order to return back 

to a hotel and then proceeded toward the downstairs taxicab 


area. 
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More security asked in Seal case 


# 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


By GIBBS ADAMS 
Advocate staff writer 

District Court officials have asked 
the mayor’s office for authority to 
install bullet-proof barriers in a 
courtroom in which suspects in the 
slaying of Adler “Barry” Seal are 
scheduled to appear for arraignment, 
an administrator said Wednesday. 

The Seal case is assigned to District 
Judge Frank Saia, but the larger 
courtroom of District Judge Mike 
Ponder is to be made secure-for court 
appearances of two men arrested on 
murder warrants, top mayoral aide 
Walter Monsour said. 

Monsour said the barriers are made 
of plexiglass and will be installed from 
the railing to the ceiling m the 
courtroom. The barriers will be used 
only in connection with the Seal case, he 
said. 

District Attorney Bryan Bush issued 
arrest warrants last week charging 
Miguel Velez and Bernardo Antonio 
Vasquez with first-degree murder and 
conspiracy to commit first-degree 
murder 

Bush has said he will seek indictments 
against the men responsible for the 
murder of Seal, a drag smuggler turned 
star federal witness in large-scale drag 
trafficking cases. 

Vasquez also faces federal 
obstruction of justice charges in 
connection with the murder, while 
similar charges against Velez have been 
dropped by federal prosecutors. 

A1 Winters, of the Organized Crime 
Strike Force, has said prosecutors did 
not want to reveal evidence against 


District Court, had obtained three 
estimates by phone, and the project will 
cost between $22,000 and $25,000. 

In another development, suspect Jose 
Rentena-Campo has been moved from 
Miami into the custody of Baton Rouge 
authorities, according to records at the 
Downtown Jail. 

Rentena-Campo was arrested by 
federal authorities in Miami after 
boarding a plane in New Orleans the 
night of Seal's murder. He is under an 
arrest warrant as a matenal witness in 
a federal investigation of Seal’s death 

Renteria-Campo is being held in the 
East Baton Rouge Parish Prison, along , 
with Velez and Vasquez. 

Thus far, no indictment has been 
returned against the three men held in 
Parish Prison. 

Three other suspects in Seal’s murder 
are being held in New Orleans on 
immigration charges alleging they 
entered the United States illegally. 



Velez at a hearing scheduled on those 
charges. 

Authorities have said both men fit the 
description of gunmen who shot Seal in 
the parking lot of the Salvation Army 
Community Treatment Center Feb 19. 

Seal was serving a six-month term at 
the center as part of a plea agreement 
on federal drug and bank fraud charges 
and was expected to be a key witness 
against suspected members of a 
powerful Colombian cocaine- 
smuggling cartel. 

Monsour said the bulletproofing of 
the area behind the courtroom rail can 
be removed and stored when it is not 
needed. 

If needed in future trials, the 
plexiglass shield would be erected in 
Ponder’s courtroom, and any judge 
assigned to hear the case would sit m 
Ponder's courtroom — one of the two 
large courtrooms on the sixth floor of 
the Governmental Building. 

Monsour said Clifton Berry, judicial 
administrator of the 19th Judicial 


/S'/) 
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or 
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the dead men as Pablo Carrera, Pablo 
Achilla and a man only identified as the 
brother-in-law of reputed Colombian 
drug trafficker Jorge Ochoa 
Miguel Velez, 36, and Bernardo 
Antonio Vasquez, 32, are charged m the 
warrant and are in custody m the Parish 
Prison 

The warrant calls the murdered men 
‘ key government witnesses” in a Miami 
drug case involving Ochoa and Pablo 
Escobar Gaviria, who federal 
prosecutors say are leaders of the 
largest and most powerful cocaine 
smuggling cartel in the world 
Bardwell safd his office is working 


with the U S Attorney’s Office in Miami! 
in gathering information on the 
murders in Colombia and their possible 
link to Seal’s slaying 

“We suspect that,” Bardwell said “I 
know federal agents for the FBI and 
DEA are working with their agents in 
Colombia We’re sort of working on it 
thiough the Miami US Attorneys 
Office as well ” 

Bardwell said prosecutors and agents 
are also gathenng evidence linking 
Seal’s murder to Ochoa and others that 
Seal’s testimony helped to indict but 
who had not come to trial at the time he 
was killed 


By JOHN SEMIEN 
Advocate staff writer 

Federal authorities are investigating 
a possible link between the Feb 19 
machine-gun slaying of drug informant 
Adler “Barry” Seal and the murder of 
three other government witnesses 
killed in Colombia the same day, U S 
Attorney Stanford 0 Bardwell Jr said 
Monday 

An arrest warrant issued by the 
'District Attorney’s Office charging two 
suspects in Seal’s murder with first- 
degree murder and conspiracy to 
commit first-degree murder identifies 


“That’s of great interest to us because 
it would facilitate the utilizaiton of 
Seal’s prior testimony,” he said 
“Certainly Seal was to have been a 
witness m that case ” 

Seal was shot to death with a 45- 
caliber Mac 10 machine gun weilded by 
one of two men who approached Seal 
while he sat in his Cadillac in the 
parking lot of the Salvation Army 
Community Treatment Center Feb 19 
Federal documents filed in the case 
cite the Escobar case as the reason a 
$500,000 contract that was placed on 
Seal’s life 

While attorneys for Seal have said 


federal officials failed to protect their 
star witness, federal prosecutors say 
Seal refused assistance that included 
the federal Witness Protection 
Program 

“He’s dead, but his testimony in those ’ 
other trials, covering some of the same 
factual information, could be used,” 
Bardwell said 

Escobar is a fugitive in South 
America from a Miami indictment 
from that case 

Ochoa is fighting extradition to the 
United States on a similar indictment 
from a prison in Spain 

The two men are leaders of the 


Medellin Cartel said tocontrol abouflj, 
percent of Colombia’s multibilljcpt 
dollar cocaine trade * 

They are accused of conspiring to 
traffick cocaine into the United States' 
using clandestine laboratories in 
Nicaragua and with the help of 
Sandinistan government officials 
Bardwell said Assistant U S Attorney 
Bob Dunlap of Miami is expected to 
come to Baton Rouge this week, to 
provide more information about the 
cartel 

“Dunlap knows the side of the story 
we don't,” Bardwell said “He knows the 
Ochoa organization better than we 
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Judge dismisses 
federal charges 

State charges, Velez and Vasquez 


By JOHN SEMIEN 
Advocate staff writer 

U S District Judge John V 
Parker dismissed a federal 
complaint against a suspect in the 
Feb 19 machine-gun slaying of drug 
informant Adler “Barry” Seal at the* 
request of federal prosecutors who 
said Thursday they want more time 
to develop their case 

Charges of conspiracy and 
retaliating against a federal witness 
were dropped against Miguel Velez, 
36, a day after a warrant was issued 
in state court for his arrest, along 
with Bernardo Antonio Vasquez, on 
charges of first-degree murder and 
conspiracy to commit first-degree 
murder 

The complaint linked Seal’s 
murder to his testimony in Florida 
last year against reputed Colombian 
cocaine trafficker Pablo Escobar 
Gavina. 


The warrant filed Thursday cites 
three other key witnesses against 
Escobar as being murdered the 
same day Seal was gunned down. 

A1 Winters, of the U S. Justice 
Department’s Organized Crime 
Strike Force, said authorities hoped 
to avoid a preliminary heanpg on 
charges against Velez that was f 
scheduled Thursday by moving that 
the charges be dropped 

“At a preliminary hearing, you 
have to put on your case,” Winters 
said “We were not willing to do that 
*By dismissing without prejudice, we 
can indict him at another time, after 
we get the investigation together 

“This has been done in conjunction 
with (District Attorney Bryan) 
Bush’s office,” he said “It’s not an 
unusual tactic ” 

Bush was reported out of the office 

SEE VELEZ, 8A 
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Velez 


CONTINUED FROM 1A 
Thursday 

Velez’s attorney Jack Danipf said the 
dismissed complaint “doesn’t mean a 
whole lot” to Velez because of the 
seriousness of the state charges 
“I filed for a preliminary hearing and 
•it appeared the government was 
‘probably not ready to proceed," Dampf 
said about the federal comnlmnf 
Since the district attorney’s office is 
working with federal prosecutors in the 
case, Danipf said he wanted to 
determine which office would take the 
lead m prosecuting Velez 
“Now it’s more apparent that the 
state is,” he said 

£ Dampf, who was assigned as a public 
defender to the Velez case bv Parker 
said he has been retained to represent 
Velez, along with Miami attorney 
Richard Sharpstein 
The attorneys plan to ask for a 
preliminary hearing and a bond hearing 
in the state court case, Dampf said 
The warrant said Pablo Ochilla, 
Pablo Carrera and a man only identified, 
as the brother-in-law of Joree Orhna_ 
were murdered in Colombia Feb 19 
The warrant describes the federal 
case against Escobar as involving the 
Medellin cocaine cartel, which is 
controlled by Ochoa 
“Defendant Jorge Ochoa, now 
pending extradition from Spam to the 
, United States, was arrested and is being 
extraditgcldue tQ qmaffidavit signed by 

* 
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Seal m 1984,” the warrant states 

Seal was shot to death with a 45 
caliber Mac-10 machine gun after he 
was approached by two men m the 
parking lot of the Salvation Army 
Community Treatment Center Feb 19 

The men walked up and opened fire 
on Seal while he sat in his Cadillac 

Winter said Vasquez remains in 
custody in New Orleans on federal 
charges of conspiracy, tampering with' 
a federal witness and being in 
possession of a weapon with an 
obliterated serial number 

Vasquez asked to be transferred to 
Baton Rouge in a court appearance in 
New Orleans earlier this week to face 
those charges 

FBI agents have secured permission 
to take hair, blood and saliva samples 
from Velez and to place him m a lineup 
for identification purposes on a search 
warrant filed in court last week 

Fingerprints from Velez and Vasquez 
were matched to prints lifted from a 
grey Buick that officials said was used 
by the two men to flee the Salvation 
Army parking lot 

The warrant also includes other 
details about the sho otin g 


Witnesses to the shooting observed 
the two gunmen walk up to three drop 
bins at the Salvation Army and discard 
two items of clothing before Seal drove 
up and one of the men opened fire, 
according to the warrant 
“The two fled in a late-model grey 
Buick, fleeing at a high rate of speed,” 
the warrant said “One witness was 
required to jump out of the vehicles 
path m order to avoid being run down. 1 '- 
The warrant said an autopsy of Seal 
showed three rounds entered Seal’s 
upper body and four wounds on the left 
side of Seal’s head 

It said 15 rounds were recovered 
from the murder scene Another round 
apparently traveled through the roof of 
Seal’s car and three other rounds 
penetrated a portable sign m front of the 
halfway house, the warrant said 
Velez was transferred to Baton 
Rouge last week after a hearing before 
a federal magistrate in Jackson, Miss * 
At the hearing, an FBI agent testified 
that Velez is believed to be one of th^ 
two gunmen in the Seal killing, but 
admitted that authorities have not 
matched fingerprints from a 45-calibep 
machine pistol or the Uzi 9mm 
parabellum pistol left at the murder 
scene to Velez’s prints 


FBI / DOJ 
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Local officials alerted 
to possible escape tries 


By KEITH LAWRENCE 
Advocate staff writer v 

If it is true that the six men held in 
connection with Adler “Barry” 
Seal’s death are associated with 
Jorge Luis Ochoa’s drug cartel, then 
authorities should be alert for 
possible escape attempts, said an 
agent with the U S Drug 
Enforcement Agency 
Billy Yout, a special agent with 
DEA in Miami, said in a telephone 
interview that the Ochoa cartel, 
considered the largest in cocaine- 
rich Colombia, has a well-deserved 
reputation for daring and violence 
Yout offered as proof an elaborate 
and dangerous plot that Ochoa’s men 
were planning to use to free three of 
Ochoa’s henchmen from a federal 
prison near Miami in October 1985 
The plot called for landing a 


helicopter inside the prison yard, 
killing guards with machine guns 
and hand grenades, and whisking 
away the three prisoners to a waiting 
plane, Yout said 

But DEA agents found out about 
the plan and foiled it by moving the 
three prisoners to a secret location 
If preventive measures had not been 
taken, “it seemingly would have 
been a success,” Yout said 

Yout outlined the escape plot as 
follows 

In late October 1985, a DEA agent 
learned from two informants that 
members of the Ochoa cartel were i 
offering $300,000 to any pilot who 
would fly a Hughes 500 Ranger 
turbo-jet helicopter for them The 
helicopter would be used to lift thrdl' 
prisoners out of the federal 
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Alerted 


CONTINUED FROM 1A 

Metropolitan Correctional Center, 
located on the edge of the swampy 
, Everglades 

Agents began round-the-clock 
surveillance of a four-seat, black-and 
gray helicopter kept at Tamiami 
Airport m southwest Miami The 
helicopter, agents learned, cost 
$500,000 and was paid for with $10 and 
$20 bills It is capable of flying 160 mph 

DEA and the U S Marshals Service 
learned that about 12 people were 
working on the escape plan Their 
preparations included practicing quick 
landings and takeoffs, Yout said 

The agents informed prison officials 
_of the plot, and thev moved the th ree 
prisoners from minimum to medium 
security 

Yout said that the three men were 
members of a drug-smuggling cartel 
run by Ochoa and Pablo Escobar 
Gaviria The cartel is commonly known 
as the “Medellin Cartel,” so named 
because it is believed to be based in 
Medellin, Colombia, m the northwest 
section of that South American country 
The Medellin Cartel is considered the 
world’s largest 

In August 1985, Ochoa’s three 
henchmen had pleaded guilty to 
conspiracy to import A cocaine from 
Colombia through Nicaragua to the 
United States They were scheduled to 
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be sentenced on Nov 1 
As the sentencing date grew near, the 
escape plan came into focus, Yout said 
After escaping with the prisoners, the 
helicopter would fly dose to the ground 
to a nearby farmhouse, about five 
minutes away The helicopter would 
then be blown up to give the appearance 
that there had been an accident, Yout 
said 

Meanwhile, the men would be driven 
to a small airstrip in the nearby 
Everglades and flown to the Bahamas 
From there, they would be put aboard a 
Lear jet bound for Colombia 
“It shows the arrogance and power of 
these people,” Yout told The Miami 
Herald in November “The motivation 
was probably ego — to show up the 
United States ’’ 

The agents did not know the day of the 
escape attempt, so to be safe they took 
Ochoa’s men away from the prison in 
chains and hid them in a secret location 
until their sentencing The agents also 
impounded the helicopter 
Without incident, two of the men were 
sentenced to 40 years, and the third 
received a 20-year prison term 
Albert J. Kneger, a defense lawyer 
for one of the three men, ridiculed the 
notion that an escape was being 
planned 

Krieger told The Miami Herald 
“When you look at it a little bit and 
start to think of a helicopter putting 
down in MCC and people running to it 
and clinging on, it kind of stretches the 
imagination It might have been great in 
that Bronson movie, but I don’t think it 
would work anywhere else ” 

But Yout is certain that the plot was a 
real one, and he said a similar plan was 
in the works to free Ochoa from a prison 
in Spain, where he is being held awaiting 
extradition to the United States 
Officials still are trying to bring Ochoa 


to Miami to stand trial on drug charges 
“I think they’re capable of anything,” 
Yout said of the Ochoa cartel “You 
couple this escape plan with what 
happened to Barry Seal and the rumor 
that they were going to try to break 
Ochoa out of jail, and you really can see 
the type of organization, the 
aggressiveness of the organization, for 
lack of a better word, that you’re 
dealing with ” 

Baton Rouge FBI spokesman Ed 
Gnmsley said federal charges against 
two suspects in the Seal case are based 
on the belief that Seal’s assassins were 
sent by the Escobar-Ochoa cartel 
“The theory is if these people came 
here to hit Seal to keep him from 
testifying in that (Ochoa) case there 
would be obstruction of justice,” 
Gnmsley said “That’s the case Seal was 
known to be a potential witness ” 

Seal had testified that the Ochoa 
cartel conspired with the Nicaraguan 
government to transport cocaine into 
the United States Seal’s testimony 
helped indict Ochoa and 12 other men 
As a precaution, Yout said he has 
alerted authorities in Louisiana about 
the escape plan in Florida 
“They’ve been made aware of the 
problems we’ve had here, and I’m sure 
they are taking the necessary 
precautions,” Yout said 
Louisiana authorities refuse to say 
what security measures they are taking 
other than that they consider the six 
suspects in the Seal case to be high risks 
But it is clear that officials are taking 
extreme precautions For instance, 
when Miguel Velez, one of two men 
suspected of shooting Seal, recently 
made his first court appearance m 
Baton Rouge, armed city police and FBI 
agents stood guard at side entrances 
and on the roofs of the courthouse and 
the post office across the street 
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to slaying 
to leave BR 


By JOHN SEMIEN 
Advocate staff writer 

Jerry Wayne Evans was still shaking 
when released from the Downtown Jail 
Monday after more than two weeks in 
1 custody as a material witness in the 
machine-gun slaying of federal witness 
Adler “Barry” Seal 
Evans was carrying an old duffle bag 
with “everything I have in the world” 

J and taking care that television cameras 
didn’t photograph his face 


After trading the obscurity of being a 
drifter for danger and notoriety as bn 
eyewitness to murder, Evans said he 
wished he had kept moving 
“I didn’t think I’d be seeing anything 
out of ‘Miami Vice,’ ” Evans said about' 
stopping in Baton Rouge 
“I was shook up for days afterward,” 
he said later at the office of attorney 
Michael S Baer III. “ I get scared 
just thinking about it. I was scared I was 
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going to get hurt ” 

Seal, a drug smuggler turned star 
witness in federal drug trafficking 
cases, was gunned down by two men as 
he parked his Cadillac at the Salvation 
Army Community Treatment Center 
iFeb 19 

' Federal and state prosecutors have 
six suspects in custody for the murder, 
which they say was caused by Seal’s 
1 testimony against members of a 
powerful Colombian drug trafficking 
cartel 

Evans, 31, said he was returning from 
a restaurant near the center when he 
stepped into the parking lot and the 
shooting occurred 

“I heard something that sounded like 
fireworks going off,” Evans said “I 
seen these guys and a gun bar rel 

‘‘I seen them jump in the car and 
somebody said, That guy just killed 
somebody Get the license number,’ ” he 
said “I tried but I couldn’t get it ’ 

Evans said he was nearly struck by 
■'the getaway car before hiding in his 
room in the center after the shooting 

He didn’t want to get involved in a 
murder investigation, but Evans said 
talking to friends convinced him to talk 
to police about what he saw 
, “They told me it was the right thing to 
i do,” Evans said 

Police then took Evans and two other 
witnesses to the city polioe dtetective 


office for questioning, he said 
They were later taken to New Orleans 
to identify a suspect officials had in 
custody there, he said 
“We said we’d go if they kept our 
names out of the newspaper,” Evans 
said “They took us to the Hilton Hotel 
and told us to look down a hall and tell 
them what we saw ” 

Evans said he was returned to the 
Salvation Army, where he had lived and 
worked for the previous two weeks 
But three days later Evans said he 
phoned police to tell them he had to 
travel out of state to pick up a federal 
subsidy check 

‘‘I called and told them I had to go 
somewhere to get my welfare check.” 

Evans said “They said they had a place 
for me to stay, so they locked me up ” 

Evans said he was placed in solitary 
confinement at the Downtown Jail 
where there were no windows or 
privileges 

“They said I could get all the 
cigarettes and coffee I wanted, but they 
wouldn’t give me any,” he said 
He then called Camille Gravel, who 
Evans describes as a'personal friend 
and was transferred to the Parifilu- 
Pnson with the help of Baer j ' «fl 
Baer said he looked into the jcasVst/S 
Gravel’s request, contacting U S 
Attorney Stanford 0 Bardwell Jr , 
Assistant District Attorney Prem.Burns fy) A n 
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and officials with the East Baton Rouge 
Parish Sheriff’s Office and the Baton 
Rouge City Police Department about 
the case 

"The police were very upset," Baer 
said "They thought they had a street 
person nobody gave a damn about who 
they could lock up for the next year and 
no one would mind They even asked me 
where Evans got the money to hire me 

"They threw him in solitary 
confinement at the City Jail and to add 
insult to injury, they booked him under 
his real name," Baer said "A private 
investigator for the defense asked to see 
him out at the Parish Prison an$ they 
almost let him because Jerry didn’t 
have any restriction on visitors there ’ 

Baer filed a motion Monday in 
District Court asking that officials take 
a deposition of Evans’ testimony in the 
case 

"Jerry wanted to cooperate with 
police but he didn’t want to be treated 
like a criminal in the process," Baer 
said 

Bardwell said he took steps to secure 
better living conditions for Evans when 
he learned of the arrest and solitary 
confinement 

T think it was unfortunate that he was 
placed in the restrictive conditions he 
found himself in," Bardwell said 
Monday "Once we learned about it, we 
requested the Sheriff’s Officq to place 
him in a more comfortable setting We 
did that immediately when we heard 
about it 

j "He wasn’t accused of any crime,” 

I Bardwell said “We responded as soon 
as we were advised of the situation Why 


they (sheriff’s deputies) didn’t think of it 
themselves, I can’t answer that ” 
Bardwell said his office was not 
contacted on Evans’ release Monday 
but that he would look into the situation 
Tuesday 

"We’ve been working and 
interviewing with him for the past two 
weeks,” he said “I’m frankly surprised 
he’s been released ” 

s Evans was a potential witness for 
federal prosecutors, but "today, that is a 
subject of re-evaluation,” he said 
"The fact that he was released 
probably means he is of no further use 
as a witness," Bardwell said. 

District Attorney Bryan Bush would 
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not comment on Evans or his role as a 
possible witness for state prosecutors 
handling the Seal murder case 

Arrest warrants have already been 
issued for Miguel Velez and Bernardo 
Antonio Vasquez, charging the two men 
with first-degree murder and 
conspiracy to commit first-degree 
murder 

Federal charges of conspiracy and 
obstruction of justice have been 
dropped against Velez but are still 
pending against Vasquez 

Four Colombian nationals accused of 
illegally entering the United States are 
being held m New Orleans and Miami on 
immigration and material witness 


warrants h 

Evans said he only met Seal the’ddtt, 
before Seal was killed 
“The day before he got killed, he gave 
me money for a cup of coffee," Evaps 
said “I thought he was with security^He 
always carried that telephone ” 

Evans said he slept in a sleeping bag 
and sold plasma the first two weeks in 
Baton Rouge as he has while drifting all 
over the United States ' *! 

Now he just wants to visit his family, 
stay alive and forget 
“I’d like to visit my mother for awhile 
and relax," he said “I’d like to get this, 
thing out of my mind and then ji&ftgkg 
from there " _ 
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SubJect MIGUEL VELEZ; 

ET AL; 

ADLER B. SEAL - VICTIM 
ORGANIZED CRIME; 

DRUG ENFORCEMENT TASK FORCE INVESTIGATION, 
OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE - MURDER 
00: NEW ORLEANS 


Exec AD Adm _ 

Exec AD Inv _ 

Exac AD LES _ 

A,it Dir 

A dm Srrvt _ 

Crim Inv _ 

Ident _ 

ln»p _ 

Intel! _ 

Lob ___ 

Legal Coun _ 

Off Cong & 

Public Affs _ 

Rac Mgnt _ 

Tech Sarvi _ 

Training _ 

Telephone Rm _ 

Director’s Sec’y _ 


Information has been developed that the Triche Airstrip located in 
Rahnville, Louisiana, was possibly used to drop off one, if not all of the 
suspects in this matter. 

It is requested that a fly over be made of this airstrip to confirm 
its existence, and to provide accurate directions so that the owners of the 
airstrip might be interviewed. 


2 - New Orleans 
JP- 245D-7) 
(1 - 66-2850) 
WAB:maw 
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Seal’s killing 

. -_- - —s 


By United Pros tntemationr 

;~£ATON ROUGE - Federal 
'pr^ecutors, in a move aimed at 
keeping evidence from defense 
atto rneys, have dropped charges 
, against a Colombian accused in 
I^the^gangland slaying of drug 
informant Adler Bernman Seal 
^ Charges of conspiracy and 
- retaliating against a federal wit¬ 


ness were dropped this week 
against Miguel Velez, 36, after he 
was charged in state court with 
first-degree murder — 

By dropping the federal 
charges, prosecutors avoided a 
preliminary hearing scheduled for 
Thursday that would have 
required them to reveal to 
defense attorneys some of their 
evidence against Velez 


"""At a preliminary hearing, you 
have to put on your case,” said A1 
Winters of the Justice Depart¬ 
ment’s Organized Crime Strike 
Force “We were not willing to do 
that By dismissing without prej¬ 
udice, we can indict him at 
another time ” 

In another development in the 
case, drug enforcement agents in 


suspects out of jail could be pos¬ 
sible if the men being held in 
Seal’s death are associated with 
Colombian drug lord Jorge 
Ochoa 

Seal, a convicted smuggler- 
turned-mformant, was expected 
to be a key witness in a major 
cocaine smuggling case against 
Ochoa in Miami 


Sfcasnrsaid attempts to break tfea- Billy Yout, an agent with the 


Drug Enforcement Agency in 
Miami, said the Ochoa drug car¬ 
tel, considered the largest cocaine 
ring m the world, has a well- 
deserved reputation for daring 
and violence - 1 1 

He said federal agents unco¬ 
vered a plan last October to free 
three Ochoa henchmen from a 
federal prison in Florida by land- 
mg helico pters in the prison yard 


and wiping out guards^vrith 
machine guns and hand greha&es 

When the DEA learned of the 
plot, the three were moved", to a 
secret location. * 

So far, six Latin Americans 
have been arrested in conpectjon 
with Seal’s killing two weeks r slgp 
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OF THE AIRPORT INN-HILTON HOTEL LOCATED IN KENNER, LOUISIANA. THIS 
HOTEL IS WHEREl I WAS REGISTERED FROM FEBRUARY 


12 


THROUGH FEBRUARY 19, 1986. 
TELEPHONE NUMBER 


CALLED THREE TIMES ON FEB. 16TH 


FOR ONE MINUTE DURATION EACH. TIME OF CALLS WERE 11:10 AM, 5:07 PM, 
AND 5:08 PM. 

1 'called ONE TIME ON FEB. 19TH FOR 


TELEPHONE NUMBER 


THREE MINUTES. TIME OF CALL WAS 11:19 AM. 

ICALLED ONE TIME ON FEB. 19TH FOR 


TELEPHONE NUMBER 


FOUR MINUTES. TIME OF CALL 11:22 AM. 
TELEPHONE NUMBER 


CALLED THREE TIMES ON FEB. 20TH 


AT 10:50 AM FOR THREE MI NUTES, 11:19 AM FOR THREE MINUTES, AND 
1:26 PM FOR ONE MINUTE. 
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By DON LEWIS 
Advocate state writer 

NEW ORLEANS — Another suspect 
in the Baton Rouge slaying of drug 
informant Adler “Barry” Seal pleaded 
guilty in federal court Thursday to 
illegal entry into the United States, and 
the U S magistrate hearing the case 
said from the bench that the man may 
soon face more serious charges 

John Jairo Cardona-Garcia, a 
Colombian national, entered his plea 
before U S Magistrate Ronald A 
Fonseca 

On Wednesday, two other suspects in 
the Seal case pleaded guilty to illegal 
entry They are Luis Carlos Qumtero- 
Cruz and Henberto Sanchez-Cardenas, 
both Colombians 

Before the legal proceedings 
Thursday afternoon, Assistant U S 
Attorney Constantine D Georges 


acknowledged that there is “a 
possibility” the three men may be 
charged with other crimes Georges did 
not elaborate 

Cardona-Garcia, Qumtero-Cruz and 
Sanchez-Cardenas were among six men 
arrested by federal agents after Seal 
was gunned down Feb 19 in the parking 
lot at the Salvation Army Community 
Treatment Center on Airline Highway 
in Baton Rouge 

The three have not been charged in 
Seal’s killing 

Before Cardona-Garcia entered his 
guilty plea to illegal entry, Fonseca 
asked where he crossed into the United 
States 

On the advice of his attorney, Virginia 
L Schlueter, the defendant refused to 
answer the question because of other 
possible charges that may be lodged 
against him 

During the questioning, Fonseca also 


mentioned the possibility of the other witness in the drug-trafficking case of 
charges being filed against Cardona- the United States vs, Pablo Escobar 
Garcia Gavina 
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Super; 


cnr 


for the RADIO SHACK WAREHOUSE, Ft. worm, Texas, ( 
" ltelephonically advised the writer that 

■ j4- ^ t.tVi in t-Vics TTn i t - pH St" 31 e 


_ ___ _ There 

is no way *to determine where in the United States the 
40 channel CB radio, model number TRC-216, serial num¬ 
ber 518511, was shipped to after it was manufactured. 
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Colombian 
confesses 
illegal entry 

By SUSAN FINCH ~~ ~ 

Staff writer 


A third man under investiga¬ 
tion in the Feb 19 shooting death 
of drug informant Adler Bern- . 
man Seal pleaded guilty Thurs¬ 
day m New Orleans federal court 
to entenng this country illegally 
John Cardona-Garcia, a 22- 
year-old Colombian, was found 
at 5825 Glasco Dnve m Marrero 
on Feb 21, two days after Seal 
was gunned down in Baton 
Rouge, according to federal pros¬ 
ecutors 

On Wednesday, two other 
Colombian men under investiga¬ 
tion in the Seal case — Louis 
Carlos Qumtero-Cruz, 33, and 
Hihberto Sanchez-Cardenas, 27 
— pleaded guilty to the same 
immigration charge 
The three, all being held with¬ 
out bond at the Community Cor¬ 
rectional Center, have not been 
charged m Seal’s death. 

Three other men have been 
arrested in the Seal investigation 
Two of the — Colom¬ 

bians Bernardo Vasquez and 
Miguel Velez — have been f 
charged by Baton Rouge police 
with murder m Seal’s slaying, and 
by federal officials with obstruc¬ 
tion of justice 

The third man, Jose Rentena, 
has not been charged He says he 
is L from Pue rto Rico , 
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Seal case pair admit 


minor 


r * k 


l By SUSAN FINCH 

: Staff writer 

r Two Colombians under inves¬ 
tigation in the killing last month 
vin Baton Rouge of drug infor- 


j mant Adler Berriman Seal 
- pleaded guilty in New Orleans 
\ federal court Wednesday to 
charges that they entered the 
, United States illegally. 

* The pair — Louis Carlos Quin- 
( tero-Cruz, 33, and Hiliberto San- 
t chez-Cardenas, 27 — were among 
; six men arrested by federal 
j agents after Seal was gunned 

* down Feb. 19 in the parking lot of 
|a Salvation Army hallway house. 
[The two have not been charged in 
j Seal’s killing. 

\ Prosecutors said Sanchez-Car- 
-denas was found by an Immigra- 
’tion and Naturalization Service 
i agent at the New Orleans Airport 
I Hilton Hotel in Kenner the day 
-of Seal's killing. They said Qum- 
^tero-Cruz was found two days 
; later at 5825 Glasco Drive m 
Marrero. 

The two, who are being held 
without bond in the Community 
Correctional Center, face a maxi¬ 
mum possible sentence on the 
' immigration conviction of six 

* months in prison and a $500 fine. 
L A third man arrested in the 
.‘Seal slaying investigation, Jgfcm 


Cardona-Garcia, 22, of Colombia, 
has also been charged with enter¬ 
ing this country illegally. His case 
is set for a hearing Thursday. He 
has not been charged in the Seal 
case either. ^■- i ■ — 

The three other men arrested 
in the Seal investigation are Ber¬ 
nardo Vasquez and Miguel Velez, 
both from Colombia, and Jose 
Rentena, who says he is from 
Puerto Rico. Vasquez and Velez 
have been charged by Baton 
Rouge police with murder in 
Seal's slaying, and by federal offi¬ 
cials with obstruction of justice. 
Renteria has not been charged. 

Most of the suspects are from 
Medellin, Colombia, the home of 
Jorge Ochoa, a cocaine lord 
whom drug enforcement agents 
believe put out a contract on 
Seal’s life. « •-- * 
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"I3 U EL VELEZs 


ADLER 3 o SEAL Z-CSJ M$ 

ORGANIZED CRIME? DRUG ENFORCEMENT TASK FORCE I ^VES TI* ATIC P ? OBSTRUC¬ 
TION OF JUSTICE - MURDER 0 X 

\ ' 

RE MIAMI TELETYPE TO FRI HP 9 DATED MARCH Z c \S^f^ A I'D i.'E'-' 

ORLEANS TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR , DATED MARCH 7 P I93f 0 


THAT 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF f!EW ORLEANS f U a S 0 MARSHALS HAVE ADVISED 

lOWNER OF BRc/aP’AY 30UTIPUE, MI A MI 9 


FLORIDAp IS REINS TRANSPORTED TO NE M ORLEA rS A i”n[ 
fS STILL AT METROPOLITAN CORRECTIONAL CENTER if’ MIAMI 


eMb-T-itf 


SWRCHE D-%CwDExir“ 

S£RWLI2Eo/^^FrrEo22 

■— r* N£MLpj^L£ftfjg 




3 AG E TWO MM PA5D-?? IHCLAS 


A ND CO-DEFEND A i'T 11“ CASE OF VIOLATION OF b7c 


TITLE iC s UoSoCo 657 ANfr£ w IS STFLL AT LARG£_AJCPJ1AY P E IN THE 


FLORIDA o AREA - * 


CONTACT WITH 


J Oll'LL Hi Lnlu 

>77 6 , .. . , ^ • 

(PROTECT IDENTITY) AT 


b7 

b7 


•'ILL 3 E MADE TO CONTACT! 


CONTINUED ATTEMPTS 


MAY POSSIBLY P E IN COLOMBIA 


AUSA ROBERT DUNLAP HAS ADVISED THAT A \ MATERIAL WITNESS WARRANT 


HAS BEEN ISSUED F03 


hf'D HIS TRANSPORTATION TO NE’-> 


ORLEANS BY U oS 0 MARSHAL SERVICE IS FORTHCO MI 03 

NEW ORLEANS, AT NEW ORLEANS , LOUISIANA P MAKE EFFORT TO GET, 

"‘-’HO IS IN CUSTODY IN 


•AJOR CASE PRINTS ON 
NE V ORLEANSo 


.A 


b7C 


i v ** 





P.rs TKEE MM P45D-?? UNCLAS 


MIAMI, AT MIAMI, FLORIDA, '-'ILL SET MAJOR CASE P*l KTS 0 
PENDING HIS REMOVAL TO NE’*> O^LEA k )S. 


MIAMI 0 All 


FLORIDA , WILL JflAKE, EFFORT'S TO LOCATE AMD 

* \J-S' - 


APPPEHErMl 


£im,TIVE BELIEVED TO RE IK THE 


i\REA 




Memorandum 





Ex«c AD Adm _ 

Exac AD Inv - 

Em« AD LES- 

Aixt Dir 

Adm Sorvs - 

Crim Inv - 


Idant 
ln*p 
IntelI 


Lab 


To 


From 


Subject 


Date 


SAC, NEW ORLEANS (245D-7) (P) 


3/14/86 


SA 
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Lagsl Cojn __ 
Off Cong & 
Public Affs , 

Rac Mgnt - 

Tacb Sarvi _ 

Training - 

Tale phone Rm _ 
Director’• 5ee’y 


OC; DEA TASK FORCE INVESTIGATION; 

OOJ-MURDER 

(00; NEW ORLEANS) 


_ on T/in /ftfi. writer was telephonically contacted by 

I advised that he had received an snnnvmnns telephone 

call on 3/9/86 informing him that an individual named | _| 

who works at RICK’s CAFE on College drive. Baton Rouge naa witnessed 
the shooting incident involving BARRY SEAL on 2/19/86* 


It was determined that RICK's CAFE is located at 2363 
College Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana* 


b7C 


£n 3/11/86, the writer was informed by SSRA| ) 

i-hAt- fhis i nd-S v-S dual had p reviously been laenririea 

l had already been interviewed 

concerning the incident* 
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To 


SAC, NEW ORLEANS (245D-7)(P) 


Date 3/10/86 


From 


Subject 


SA 
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MIGUEL VELEZ; 

ET AL; 

ADLER B. SEAL-VICTIM; 

OC; DEA TASK FORCE INVESTIGATION; 
OOJ-MURDER; 

00; NEW ORLEANS 


[ 


On 3/5/86,1 

jBaton Rouge, Louisiana, 


provided the following information 

I 

Ta 


fifdfcd that th<a T . SP . h ave recently arrested 

, Jfor the distribution of 

l ot cocaineTT. - 
trial on th is char ge .H 
obtained by | l frotf 

drug dealer who rpgidJc r-^rT . a 


told I 


are presently awaiting 
that the coca ine was 

± 


.s a 

T /—\i 


j = |cnanged ms name ancf 

true identity. L 


tloes not know 


Whpi 


l^irst came to Louisiana, he resided 


t 


^ I has been involved in drug trafficking 

warrant against him out of| |j q 

1 m 


accused of shooting up the nouse ot 

lallecieril y s tole 
I shot up 
tion. 



mane weapon in retalia 


LET cocaine from 


with an auto- 


_told 
ltor a co 


|that I | 1 

aine dual and 


I 


I a uuuaxiie uecu anai_[threatened 

Jthat the same thing will happen to him that happened 


to BARRY SEAL if 

_l 


is not paid. 


| also tol 


|that 



spent 


SEAL. 


lad a MAC 10 with a silencer and 




Qj - New Orleans 

TDB/kim 



b'/C 







NO 245D-7 
BDB/klm 


it fnr nc-fp by those ind ividuals for the murder of SEAL. 

alle gedly left! 1 for Miami after SEAL'S 

murcier, pecaus^ [was afraid that one of the captured 


"hitmen" might talk. 


[ 


]drove to 


murder and obs erved several notes tacked Tt 
front door and | I two ca 

was of the opinion that!" " 
related by 


1 


fter SEAL'S 


1 


s were present. | | 

had left his residence as 


] drove by[ 
iced that t 


the last week and noticed 
had hfip.n 

may have returned from Miami. 


1 - 

re<=Hdenoe wi 

the notes on 

1 


door 


| | told[ 


]that[ 


deals cocaine in 
kilo amo unts and obta ins his supply irom duban drug dealers 
in MiamiJlalways has a Qmm ni gtoi r an M-l-r-i -fi ^ 


and a .45 ddllb^l! 1 pistol with him! 


lescribed 


vehicle as a four door, wh-ite 
blue Cadillac.| fcaid thatl 


er red niHgmnhilp XVTT 


1 |house is 

_1 


I 


Tboldf 


] going east on 


lthatT 


[ 


though the St. John’s Parish Sherif f's Office is aware o 


t. Jj 

the outstanding ) 
have not arrested ! 
a couple o f years ago whenf 
I j was stoppe d bv a I* 


f j 

warra nt forf 


old 


lis protec ted by a 
J and even 

i 


an incident 
|vas living^ in| 1 

Itor a 


they 


traffic violation andl 
.45 caliber pi 
action against 
that he did no 

_r— 


stnl i rrmr 

and aooTooT 


t know that 

t 


pxited his vehicle with a 

I ldid not ta ke any 
| saying 

was driving the vehicle. 


said thal 


1 


i auo_s. 


and l I does not know their address. 

they co uld be loc ated through the publi'CTTrcTT’SZSnZ! 
I ^ heard from l b f ATF, that l 


mce moved, 
said that 
'r ? s_of f i ce . 


atte mpted to purchase a .45 caliber p istol for protection 
from l l has i ndicated tol [that he did 
not want to testify against! I 


New Orleans indices were neaative forf 


1_ 

] - 1 
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b7C 
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TRANSMIT VIA 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 
D AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 

Date _3/17/84— 


TO: 5AC . NEW ORLEANS (245D-7) (P) 

FROMi | \iyykZ, MIAMI (245D-22) (OC-5) (P) 

MIGUEll VELEZ, aka? 

ET ALA 

OCDE TASK FORCE INVESTIGATION; 

OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE 
(00: NEW ORLEANS) 

Re New Orleans teletype to the Director, 2/29/36, 
and New Orleans teletyp^to Miami, 3/14/36. 

Enclosed for New Orleans are the following: 

1. Three plus one copy of each investigative 
inserts. 


2. One FD-302 reference telephone number 


blus one copy. 


3. Arrest log for 
one copy. 


3/2/86, plus 


4. One FP-302 refe rence interview ofj 

plus one copy. 


b3 

b7C 


5. jjiiii-^ubpoenae s 

plus two 


for] 

fd-^oz on Stiivibe oi eaua. 


6 . 


One FD-3 0 2 on contents of[ 


puitcase, plus one copy. 


<t) - New Orleans (Enc. 21)&tvUjO 
2 - Miami 
]RG:dar 
4) 



o/sA Z)' 7- 


Approved 


Transmitted 



* . 
1 ML 


b7C 





For the information of New Orleans, Miami investigation 
is continuing. 



NI-CD charger 

FUTABA-BENSHI-KOGYO COMPANY, LIMITED 

Made in Japan 

Model number 840326 

Model FBC-2 

Transmitter Receiver 

NICAD charger 

Efforts will continue in an attempt to ascertain if this 
item was purchased at a RADIO SHACK along with radio found at crime 
scene. 
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By JOHN SEMIEN • 

Advocate staff writer •’ - ’ -■>' - 

/ . 
i Miguel Velez was under heavy guard 
Thursday in his first federal court 
Appearance here in connection with the 

Adle^^Ba ° n 'tfeal? °* ^form^iit 

1 Velez appeared on^ a federal 
complaint of conspiracy and retaliating 
against a federal witness. ’ > *'-» 

! A search warrant filed in federal 
court Thursday seeks hair, blood and 
saliva samples from Velez and grants 
federal officials permission to put him 
in a lineup for identification purposes. 

An affidavit filed with the warrant 
Mats baseball caps, gloves and a blood 
type on a cigarette among evidence 
found by state police lab specialists in a 
late-model blue Lincoln town Car and a 
red Cadillac authorities have identified 

getaway care used in Seal’s murder. 

After asking Velez a Jey? questions 
through an interpreter,US. District, 
Judge John V. Parker gave him until 1 
$pat week to decide whether he wants a 


m court 

► 4 

hearing on the complaint charging him 
with “retaliation of a witness for 
information relating to the commission 
of federal offenses in the Southern M 
pistrict of Florida ’V '' 

■ Parker sajd Thursday Velez is 
entitled to a hearing because the 
complaint has not been taken before a ! 
grand jury . * , » v » ' 

. * Security was tight for Velez's, 
appearance at the federal building 
1 Thursday, with city police detectives in ’ ■ 
bulletproof vests at side entrances and 
<?n the roof and fpur deputy U-S. 
marshals in Parker's courtroom; - * 

U S. Marshal Jim Meyers said the 
extra guards were used because of the 
nature of the complaint against Velez 
and because his office received 
information that Velez had been 
threatened ’ ; 1 ^ 

Through interpreter Catherine I 
Chavam, Velez told Parker be is 36, has 

second-grade education and that his 
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CONTINUED FROM 1A 

occupation is “cleaning cars" in Miami 
Velei, clad In orange inmate 
pajamas, said be cannot read or write 
T Velez at first said he could not afford 
to hire an attorney, but, after a brief - 
consultation with court-appointed 
attorney Jack Dampf. declined to 
answer the question. 

Dampf said an attorney in New York 
had been retained in the case through , 
Velez's family ' * 

“The attorney is in New York, and he 
told me he would arrive here this 
weekend,” Dampf said "He said he 
wanted to talk to Mr. Velez first" 

Dampf said he would not Initially ask 
for the hearing because he didn’t want to* 
“push anybody into a prosecution before 
they’ve had a chence to reflect on the 
facte." ’ 

1 Parker said he would not allow 
Dampf to remain on the case as a court- 
appointed attorney unless Velez 
testified under oath that he could not 
afford an attorney. * 

Parker then had the Interpreter read 
an affidavit outlining the complaint 
against Velez 

It stated that Seal was killed because’ 
he was a potential witness in the drug 
trafficking case of the United States of 
America vs Pablo Escobar Gaviria j 
Seal was shot Feb. Id as he parked his | 
car at the Salvation Army Community 
Treatment Center on Airline Highway i 
He was serving a six-month sentence at i 
the center under the terms of his * 
probation for federal drug and currency 1 
charges 

Authorities have said Seal was shot by 
two Latin men, one carrying a 45- 
caliber Mac-10 machine gun with 
silencer and the other carrying a 9mm 
Uzi semi-automatic pistol 
Velez was first seen by FBI agents as 
he approached the Eastern Airline 
ticket counter at the New^Orleans 
International Airport at 8:45 p.m. on the 
night Of Seal’s murder to ask about 
flights to Miami, according to an 
affidavit filed Thursday by FBI Agent 
Jerry Phipps. • ' - 

When told there were no flights 
available, Velez asked,about flights to 
Orlando, Fla., before he was questioned 
by the agents 

He showed them a round-trip ticket 
that showed his arrival m New Orleans 
on Feb 16 and his return to Miami 
scheduled for Feb. 28. 

“Velez appeared extremely nervous, 
hesitant in bis speech and was 
perspiring," the affidavit said. “Velez 
stated he was in New Orleans on 
vacation but disclaimed knowledge of 
persons in New Orlenans 


a firearm with an obliterated serial 
number. 

Previous records filed in the case 
identify Vasquez as the person who 
rented the two getaway cars. He was 
, captured in a New Orleans suburb Feb 
21 

Qumtero-Cruz, 33, also arrested Feb 
21, in Marrero, is facing charges that he 
is an illegal alien 

Vasquez and Qumtero-Cruz are being 
held without bond in New Orleans 
pending the outcome of detention 
, hearings next week 
' The affidavit said other prints found 
in the Cadillac match the prints of John 
Jairo Cardona-Garcia, 22, who was 
arrested in Marrero Feb. 21. Cardona- 
Garcia also faces a detention hearing 
Monday on immigration charges 
' Evidence found in the two cars by 
specialists with the Louisiana State 
_ Police Crime Lab includes four baseball 
“He stated he needed to return to 
Miami due to family problems,” it said 
Velez told the agents he lived in 
Miami and did not have a telephone 
number but had a “beeper" device 
rented from a Miami company, 

‘ according to Phipp’s statement. 

He had a United States Passport 
indicating prior travel to Colombia 
, “The above Special Agents then 
determined that Velez went to his room 
at the Hilton Hotel, Airline Highway, 
New Orleans and departed without 
checking out for Montgomery, Ala,, via 
" tajri,” the affidavit said. 

Velez was arrested in the earlv 
morning how$ of Feb. 20 at Meridian, 
Miss., after the Nfew Orleans cab he was* 
t traveling in collided with a deer, 

' At the time, he had anAvls Car Rental 
key ring with keys to a four-door, red 
Cadillac Deville that officials have 
identified 88 one of two getavyay cars 
used by the gunmen 
The affidavit said latent fingerprint 
impressions in the Cadillac and in a 
rented blue Lincoln also believed to be 
used by ithe gunmen matched 
fingerprints of Velez and suspects 
Bernardo A. Vasquez and Luis Carlos 
Quintero-Cruz. 

Vasquez, 32, has been charged with 
conspiracy to obstruct justice, 
obstruction of justice apd possession of 


Tltle * SEAL CASE SUSPECT 
APPEARS IN COURT 

Character 

or 

Classification 245D —7 

Submitting Office New Orleans 


caps found in a Buick used in the 
slaying, “at least one of which, has 
strands of human hair attached<or 
affixed thereto," the affidavit said. 

Lab specialists also found two pairs 
of gloves “which ipaycopt^i hai^/* in 
the car 

A blood type was detected op a 
cigarette removed from the Buick and 
Avis Rent-A-Car receipts were found in 
the red Cadillac, the affidavit said. 

Registration cards containing the 
handwriting of Vasquez and others also 
have been provided by the manager of 
the Jay Motel, Airline Highway, the 
.affidavit said » * * WiiMi 

“Passports and documents relating to 
Qumtero-Cruz, Heliberto, Sanchez- 
Cardenas and Cardopa-Garpla reveal 
that all three came from Medtlhn, 
Colombia," the affidavit said, “All three 
individuals traveled to Panama on 
February 8.188JL and intO-Mextr-n tha. 
same date " " V /. 


Two other suspects in the esse remain 
ip custody in New Orleans apd Miami 
Sanchez-Cardenas, 27,' is scheduled 
for a detention hearing Friday oh 
’ charges |ie tUe^y ep^fhel}^ 
States , 

Jose Renteria, who was captured in 
Miami the night of Seal’s murder after 
boarding a flight in New Orleans, was 
still being held op immigration charges 
Thursday * ^ 

Velez was transferred to Baton 
Rouge earlier this week after a hearing' 
before a federal magistrate in Jackson, 


At the hearing, Phipps testified that 
Velez is believed to be one of the two, 
gunmen in the Seal killing, but admitted 
that authorities have not matched 
fingerprints from the ‘,45-caliber 
machine pistol or t^e 1 Uzi 9pim 
parabellum ptstpi to Velez’s nrtate.^ 
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FOR INFORMATION OF MIAMI, RECORDS OF 





known to have been 


PATRONIZED BY SEVERAL SUBJECTS IN THIS MATTER. 


IN THAT CONNECTION, MIAMI IS REQUESTED TO 
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YEW YORK PRIORITY 


ET 



UNCL AS 


MIGUEL VELEZ; 




ADLER PARRY 
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SEALE - VICTIM; OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE - MURDE° ; 00: M E’'> ORLEANS. 

RE MIAMI TELEPHONE CALL TO M E" ORLEANS SA 
MAR CH *>h , 19R 6. 

FO* THE INFORMATION OF ME'* 1 YO^ K , APLE^ B ARP Y SEALE, U AS A 
CONVICTED INTERNATIONAL DRUG SMUGGLER WITH DIPECT TIES TO COLOMBIAN 

SEALE , AS SUBJECT 0 F A 


b7C 


families, PARTICULARLY 


ViV 0 D L E A N S TASK FOP-CE I WEST IP A TIO N, WAS PEI HS USED AS A COOPERATING 
APMED AND DAN3E90US. 







PAGE TWO m ?/i5D-°p UPCLAS 

DEFENDANT BY DEA IN MIAMI AND LAS VEGAS. AS PAST OF HIS SENTENCE , 
SEALE t’*AS DOING COMMUNITY SERVICE AT THE SALVATION APMY HALFWAY 
HOUSE IV BATON ROUGE , LOUISIANA. B AR D Y SEALE D E FUSED v IT NESS 
°POTECTION A’‘ f AS SHOT TO DEATH I'M FPO^T OF THE SALVATION APMY 
Pl’ILDIl'G IN PATON ROUGE. 


SIX SUBJECTS HAVE BEEN APPESTED IN CONNECTION T IT H SEAL E* S 
MURDER IN ORLEANS AND MIAMI. ONE OF THE SUBJECTS, MIGUEL VELE7 

(DATE OF 3 P T H J U M E 7, 1949, '-’HITE MALE, S* C” , 1 P? POUNDS, BLACK 

% 

ClJPL Y/ ,i, AV Y HAIR , BPO^’N EYES, DARK COMPLEXION, TWI n MUSTACHE) ’>AS 
ARRESTED IN MERIDIAN, MISSISSIPPI, AS HE ATTEMPTED TO FLEE. 

FOR THE INFORMATION OF NEW YORK AND N£" ORLEANS, _ 

^ OMICIDE VISIION, METRO-DADE POLICE DEPARTMENT, MIAMI, 
FLORIDA, HAS IDENTIFIED MIGUEL VELE7 , *S A SUSPECT THAT HE IS 




% % 


PAG E T HR EE M M 9/ 5 D-Rp U NCLAS 
AL IASES. 



INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM METRO -DADE POLICE DEPARTMENT TO DATE 
'■•’ILL BE FORARDED VIA EXPRES MAIL TO BATON ROL'R E, LOUISIANA, 0" 

fVfipru o* iQo/c 



M ILL FORWARD COPIES OF FINGERPRINTS OF ALL SUBJECTS ARRESTED I 
KE M ORLEANS FOR COM PAR I SO 0 WITH ENT AC SYSTEM AT ET^O WOMICJOE 
DIVISION AS POSSIBLE SUSPECTS IN NUMEROUS MIAMI CO > V TR CT MU^E^S. 


NEW YORK, AT «Ev YOR v CITY, NE > YC^K, U ILL CONTACT r UEENS 


AMD OBTAIN 1D FOR MAT 10 N ON ALIASES 
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NEW ORLEANS 


3 denied bail in informant’s death 


Federal magistrates Monday 
ordered three Colombian sus¬ 
pects in the assassination of drug 
informant Adler yBarry” Seal 
held without bond finding trial 

U S Magistrate Ronald Fon¬ 
seca ordere d Bernardo Vasquez, 
32, held without bona tor trans- 
fer to Baton Rouge 10 face for¬ 
mal charges and trial for con¬ 
spiracy, retaliation against a fed¬ 
eral witness and possession of a 
machine gun with a n reite rated 
serial number m * 

“The magistrate found\Vas- 
'quez was a risk to flee and a dan¬ 
ger to the community” said A1 
Winters, head of the U S Attor¬ 
ney’s Stnke Force 

Winters said Vasquez rented a 
room Feb, 17 in the Jay Motel on 
Airline Highway in Baton Rouge 
The room has a balcony that 
overlooks the parking lot of the 
Salvation Army halfway house 
where Seal was gunned down 
Feb 19 «— 


Winter said he did not know 
when Vasquez will be sent to 
Baton R&uge 

Another Colombian suspect in 
the killing already is being held 
without hond in Baton Rouge 
He i s Miguel Velez, w ho was 
arrested! in Meridian, Miss , 
within 12 hours of the Seal kill¬ 
ing Velez also is charged with 
retaliating against a witness 

Four other suspects are oting 
held in New Orleans and Miami 
as illegal aliens 

Two of them —- John Car- 
dona-Ga: cia, 22 , and Louis Qum- 
'tero-Criz, .^3, appeared for^ 
aetention nearings in New 
Orleans ind were ordered held 
without aond for trial as illegal 
aliens J 

Garcia and Cruz were arrested 
at the same time as Vasquez but 
at other locations 

A fifth suspect. Hiliberto San- 
■iihez-Cardinas. 2 T, of Colombia 
was arrested within hours of the 


Garcia and Cruz were arrested 
at the same time as Vasquez but 
at other locations 

A fifth suspect. Hiliberto San- 
2 T, of Colombia 
was arrested within hours of the 
assassination near New Orleans 
airport Hie is scheduled for a 
detention nearing as an illegal 
alien Tuesday 

Another jsuspect, arrested at 
Miami airport within hours of 
the killing «f Seal, also is being 
held as an illegal alien He is Jose 
^Renteria, who claimed to” be a 
Puerto KIcan 

Wmters said the suspec^^bd 


two rooms rented in the Hilton \ 
Hotel in Kenner, where they 
waited to take flights out of New 
Orleans 

FBI agents have recovered 
three cars, two of them rented, 
used in the killing plot 

Most of the suspects are from 
Medellin, Colombia, the home of 
Jorge Ochoa, a cocaine lord who 
drug enforcement agents believe 
put out a contract on Seal’s life 
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